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Den is Naughten, T.D.,
Dáil Eireann
Leinster House

Dublin 2

By email: Denis.Naughten@oireachtas.ie

21st May 2020

Dear Denis,

Thank you for your email of 18 May 2020 in which you have outlined a number of specific

questions in follow up to the letter issued from my office earlier that day. Please be assured
that I share your concerns and that my Department and the HSE are urgently examining these

issues.

As you are aware, a multi -agency national outbreak control team has been established to

support the regional outbreak control teams that are monitoring each facility at a local level.
The national outbreak control team for meat processing plants has input from professionals
in public health, environmental health, occupational health, animal health and health &
safety. A report on the management of outbreak in these facilities has been sought from the
National Outbreak Management Team which we expect to receive shortly and is due for
consideration at NPHET on 22 May 2020. I expect to be in a position to address the issues you

raise once this report has been received and considered.

I have also sought a specific report from the HSE in relation to the issues raised about the
communication of individual COVID-19 results to management in meat plant facilities and
Long Term Residential Care Facilities. This will set out the circumstances under which results
were not communicated to individual workers in affected meat plants and in long term

residential care facilities, and the actions that are being taken to ensure that communication
of the results of individual COVID-19 tests is directly to the individual. The principle of
confidentiality is important and one that we should adhere to. I also understand that the HSE

is engaging with the Data Protection Commission in this regard.
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I would like to thank you again for raising these important concerns with me, and I hope to

be in a position to provide you with further information shortly.

Yours sincerely,

Simon Harris, T.D.

Minister for Health
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