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Dear Den is,

I very much acknowledge your continued constructive work with regard to the Covid -1 9 pandemic.

With regard to the meat plant outbreaks and contact tracing, there are essentially two categories of
contacts of cases to be traced. The first are workplace contacts and the HSE has reported that all
workplace contacts have been traced. This tends to be relatively straightforward as these contacts are
readily identifiable through the workplace itself. The second category are community contacts (e.g.
who the case might live with or socialise with or have met casually/briefly in going about their normal
daily activities). Making contact with community contacts in any outbreak situation can prove more
difficult than workplace contacts. For example the person may not answer the phone or there might
be an error in the contact details given for them or there might be a transcription error with phone
numbers. At a single point in time, any figures on the number of contacts reached can only be
interpreted as estimates as the outbreak investigation is a dynamic process and the attempts to make
contact with all contacts is continuous throughout the outbreak.

As I said in the Dail, because you flagged your question in advance, I requested a specific note and I
provided the Deputy with the information in it. Following our exchange and media coverage of it, the
HSE further clarified that the figure provided in my answer referred to community contacts in one
single outbreak location. Further checking and validation of figures from this location provided an up
to date estimate of 90% which was the figure reported at the HSE press conference on Friday 5 June
2020.

As you know, the National Outbreak Control Team (NOCT) for meat processing facilities is a Multi-
Agency Group. It provides support to the local HSE led, multi- Agency, outbreak control teams who
continue to manage the outbreaks. An updated briefing was provided to NPHET at their last meeting
on 4 June 2020. In this report, as of 1st June 2020, there were 1,054 notifications of COVID-19
infections associated with outbreaks among workers in meat processing plants in Ireland. 20 facilities
in total are involved, with 9 facilities affected in HSE North East, 3 in HSE Midlands,
3 in HSE Midwest, 2 in HSE East, and 1 each in HSE South, HSE South East, HSE West. The Health
Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) gave a further update on 8 June 2020. While all figures are
subject to final validation a total of 1,091 cases are now linked to these workplace outbreaks. 29
cases have been hospitalised and 7 cases were admitted to ICU and no deaths have been reported.
also understand that a regular update on the status of the outbreak will be provided to NPHET.

With regard to any further information you seek on the outbreak in meat processing plants, I have
offered to have a briefing arranged with the relevant senior official in the HSE, Dr Mai Mannix. Dr
Mannix chairs the national Outbreak Control Team. Please let my private office know if you would like
to proceed with this and they can arrange a suitable time.

Kind regards,

Simon Harris TD
Minister for Health
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